
Tenor Dennis McNeil
Award-winning tenor Dennis McNeil will perform an 
exclusive live concert for guests at the 2017 Folsom Lake 
Symphony Benefit Gala, “An Evening Under the Stars.” 
This year’s Gala, at Marie Mitchell’s beautiful Italian estate 
in El Dorado Hills, will be Sept. 16.

McNeil, the 1993 National Winner of the prestigious 
Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions, is a 
versatile musician who sings to acclaim in many venues, 
including opera, musical theater, concerts, Irish folk, 
rock and the corporate world. He has performed for five 
former presidents, including President George W. Bush’s 
first inauguration in 2000, and he sang, by personal 
invitation, at the Kennedy Space Center memorial for the 
Space Shuttle Columbia and crew. 

New York Newsday lauded McNeil for his “high sweet 
tenor voice … subtly nuanced in florid coloratura.” The 
London Times described his voice as having “ease and 
warmth,” and Dramalogue called it “glorious.”

His long list of musical credits includes touring nationally 
with lyricist Sammy Cahn in “Words and Music!” and 
touring and performing with the legendary composer 
and conductor Lalo Schifrin. He has sung the role of 
Don Jose in Carmen more than 70 times and Mr. Snow 
in Carousel  more than 140 times as well as performed 
major parts parts in Madama Butterfly, The Magic Flute, La 
Boheme and La Traviata. 

McNeil also is one of the world’s foremost interpreters of 
irish music. In addition, he plays guitar and has performed 
with rock bands and jazz ensembles, including Lionel 
Ritchie and members of the Grateful Dead.

His many awards include the Richard F. Gold Career Award 
and first place in the Southern California Opera Guild and 
Victor Fuchs Memorial competitions. He is a recipient of a 
Rex Foundation Grant from the Grateful Dead.

A fourth-generation Californian, McNeil is a graduate of 
UC Davis, where he discovered his musical talent, and has 
served on the alumni association board of directors.


